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A Profusion of Parallel Tracks: Why  
Mongolian Roads of Dirt and Gravel  
Branch, Multiply, and Fuse Endlessly 
  
 
Whether crossing mountains, steppes,  
or the Gobi, we meet no fences. 
  
The way is paved with fragments 
of bone; the insistent long lift  
of winds that breathe out sage   
  
and the fragrance of crushed onion sprigs.  
We are our own police. and though there  
are few bridges, we will find a thousand  
  
fords. Having learned from nimble horses  
to innovate—we dodge the washboard rattle, 
the boil of dust, the shock-shattering potholes,  
  
and winter’s brickhard ruts. We juke the herds  
of random camels & randy goats that balk and bolt  
  
to uncertain rhythms. We make do.  
  
You dally, my friend, and I will swing wide 
                                     & forge another passing lane.  
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